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Teleturgical Encyclical 19 

The Priests, Deacons, and Monastics of 
the Holy Metropolis of Denver 

Beloved in the Lord, 

During our recent Clergy-Laity Assembly held in Oklahoma City on May 4 and 5, 2007 we were honored 
by the presence of the Reverend Bill Bartz who is a chaplain in the United States Navy with the rank of captain. 

Because the military chaplains have no "diocese" and because I am assigned as their "military ordinary" or 
overseeing hierarch, they have attended and participated in our Clergy-Laity Assemblies.  This is the principal 
avenue through which they can submit matters that they feel are of concern to the national church.  If approved 
at our plenary sessions, their motions can be forwarded for consideration at the biennial Clergy-Laity 
Congresses. 

As you are aware, Father Bartz submitted a motion that, in part, stated, "We humbly recommend the 
perpetuation of the petition in the Great Litany of the Divine Services which references the President as well as 
the civil authorities and the Armed Forces." 

I fully support this motion, not simply out of patriotism but because it is in keeping with our sacred tradition 
and ancient liturgical practice.  It is, moreover, a Scriptural injunction, as Saint Paul spoke to Timothy: 
"Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all 
men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
reverence.  For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, Who desires all men to be saved and 
to come to the knowledge of the truth."  (1 Timothy 2:1-4) 

Including the petition referred to in the Great Litany, there are three specific places during the Divine 
Liturgy in which we pray for our civil authorities.  I ask that you take note of the following, and annotate your 
service books accordingly. 

1. At the Great Litany (Vespers, Matins, Divine Liturgy, and other Sacraments and services): 
ÔUpe;r tou` Proevdrou th`" cwvra" hJmw`n, pavsh" 
ajrch`" kai; ejxousiva" ejn aujth`/, kai; tou` kata; 
xhravn, qavlassan kai; ajevra hJmw`n Stratou`, tou` 
Kurivou dehqw`men.

For the president of our country, for all civil 
authorities, and for our armed forces 
everywhere, let us pray to the Lord. 

2. During the singing of the Megalynarion following the Epiklesis: 
Tou` aJgivou ∆Iwavnnou, profhvtou, Prodrovmou kai; 
baptistou`: tw`n aJgivwn, ejndovxwn kai; 
paneufhvmwn ∆Apostovlwn: tou` aJgivou (th`" 
hJmevra"), ou| kai; th;n mnhvmhn ejpitelou`men, kai; 
pavntwn sou tw`n ÔAgivwn, w|n taì" iJkesivai" 
ejpivskeyai hJmà", oJ Qeov". 

For Saint John, the prophet, forerunner, and 
baptist; for the holy, glorious, and all-
honorable Apostles; for (Saints of the day), 
whose memories we commemorate; and for all 
Your saints through whose supplications, O 
God, visit us. 

Kai; mnhvsqhti pavntwn tw`n kekoimhmevnwn ejp∆ 
ejlpivdi ajnastavsew", zwh`" aijwnivou (kai; 
mnhmoneuvei ejntau`qa, oJ iJerourgw`n, ojnomasti; 
w|n a]n bouvletai teqnewvtwn) kai; ajnavpauson 
aujtou;", oJ Qeo;" hJmw`n, o{pou ejpiskopeì to; fw`" 
tou` proswvpou sou. 

Remember also all who have fallen asleep in 
the hope of resurrection to eternal life, (he 
remembers those whom he wishes among those 
fallen asleep); and grant them rest, our God, 
where the light of Your countenance watches 
over them. 
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“Eti parakalou`me;n se: mnhvsqhti, Kuvrie, 
pavsh" ejpiskoph`" ∆Orqodovxwn, tw`n 
ojrqotomouvntwn to;n lovgon th`" sh`" ajlhqeiva", 
panto;" tou` presbuterivou, th`" ejn Cristw`/ 
diakoniva", kai; panto;" iJeratikou` kai; 
monacikou` tavgmato". 

Again we ask You: remember, Lord, every 
Orthodox episcopate, those who rightly teach 
the word of Your truth, all the presbytery, the 
diaconate in Christ, and every priestly and 
monastic order. 

“Eti prosfevromevn soi th;n logikh;n tauvthn 
latreivan uJpe;r th`" oijkoumevnh": uJpe;r th`" 
aJgiva", kaqolikh`", kai; ajpostolikh`" 
∆Ekklhsiva": uJpe;r tw`n ejn aJgneiva/ kai; semnh/` 
politeiva/ diagovntwn: uJpe;r tw`n ajrcovntwn hJmw`n, 
kai; tou` stratopevdou.  Do;" aujtoì" Kuvrie, 
eijrhnikh;n th;n diakubevrnhsin, i{na kai; hJmeì", 
ejn th/` galhvnh/ aujtw`n, h[remon kai; hJsuvcion bivon 
diavgwmen, ejn pavsh/ eujsebeiva/ kai; semnovthti. 

Again we offer to You this rational worship 
for the world; for the holy, catholic, and 
apostolic Church; for those who live in purity 
and lead a reverent life; and for our civil 
authorities, and the armed forces.  Grant to 
them, Lord, peaceful rule that in their 
tranquillity we may lead a peaceful and serene 
life in all holiness and piety. 

3. At the end of the Divine Liturgy, during the Prayer 
O eujlogw`n tou;" eujlogou`ntav" se Kuvrie, kai; 
aJgiavzwn tou;" ejpi; soi; pepoiqovta", sw`son to;n 
laovn sou kai; eujlovghson th;n klhronomivan sou.  
To; plhvrwma th`" ∆Ekklhsiva" Sou fuvlaxon: 
aJgivason tou;" ajgapw`nta" th;n eujprevpeian tou` 
oi[kou sou: Su; aujtou;" ajntidovxason th` qei>kh`/ 
sou dunavmei, kai; mh; ejgkatalivph/" hJmà" tou;" 
ejlpivzonta" ejpi; sev.  Eijrhvnhn tw`/ kovsmw/ sou 
dwvrhsai, taì" ∆Ekklhsivai" sou, toì" iJereu`si, 
toì" a[rcousi hJmw`n, tw`/ stratw`/ kai; pantiv tw`/ 
law`/ Sou.

You Who bless those who bless You, Lord, 
and Who sanctify those who put their trust in 
You, save Your people and bless Your 
inheritance.  Preserve the fullness of Your 
Church; sanctify those who love the beauty of 
Your house; glorify them in return by Your 
divine power, and do not forsake us who hope 
in You.  Grant peace to Your world, to Your 
churches, to Your clergy, to our civil 
authorities, to the armed forces, and to all 
Your people. 

”Oti pàsa dovsi" ajgaqh; kai; pàn dwvrhma 
tevleion a[nwqevn ejsti katabaìnon ejk sou` tou` 
Patro;" tw`n fwvtwn: kai; soiv th;n dovxan kai; 
eujcaristivan kai; proskuvnhsin ajnapevmpomen, 
tw`/ ✠ Patriv kai; tw`/ Uiw`/ kai; tw`/ ∆Agivw/ 
Pneuvmati, nu`n kai; ajeiv, kai; eij" tou`" aijw`na" 
tw`n aijwvnwn.

For every good giving and every perfect gift is 
from above, and comes down from You the 
Father of Lights; and to You we send up glory, 
and thanksgiving, and worship: to the ✠ 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
now and ever and to the ages of ages. 

Please do not omit these commemorations.  Now, more than ever, we must beseech our merciful Lord to 
guide our public authorities, to protect our armed forces, and to allow us to live and worship in peace. 

May our merciful Lord, Who called each of you to serve at His Holy Altar as a Presbyter, grant to you 
strength and wisdom to faithfully and properly discharge the fearsome duties of the priestly office. 

With Paternal Blessings, 

 
✠ Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver 


