Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Denver

September 26, 2006
Protocol 06-19

The Pious Pastors, and
The Esteemed Parish Councils of
the Holy Metropolis of Denver

Beloved in the Lord,

Fromtime to time | am approachedegardingthe iconographyof our holy churchesn this
Metropolis. To establisha uniform policy, andto provideall clergyand parishcouncilswith the
samanformation,| havepreparedhis protocolletter.

Firstandforemost,iconographyis anintegral partof OrthodoxsacredTradition, andits form,
color,andplacements assacreanctasthewordsof Holy Scripture. Thelanguageof iconography
hasits own syntaxandgrammarmwhich communicatespecifictheologicaltruths.

Iconographys not adecorativereligiousartform. Iconographys partof our theology,andas
suchit falls within theepiscopateachingoffice of thehierarch.

The2005ArchdioceseRegulationsaaccordinglystate:

Parishesshall maintain the architectural,iconographic and artistic integrity of all Church
edificesin accordancavith Orthodoxtradition. For thatreason Parishesshallsubmitto the
respectiveHierarch, for his prior approvalrelatedto aestheticand dogmatic concerns,all
preliminaryplansfor:

A. Theerectionof achurchstructureor otherParishbuilding;

B. Any major structural alterationto an existing church structureor other Parish
building;or

C. Theiconographyr anyappointment®f a Churchstructure.

(ReferenceArchdiocesdregulationsPart Three,Uniform Parish RegulationsChapterOne:
Parishand Parish Organization Article 16, Parish Property,Sectiord).

Secondsinceiconographyis a theologicalexpressionthe iconographeichoseno executean
iconographyprojectin a parishmustalsobeapprovedoy thehierarch. In this regard,the following
iconographerbavedonework in the churche®f this Metropolis,andin the courseof their efforts
haveworkedvery closelywith meandmy office. When going througha selectionprocessof a
suitableiconographerfor your parish,| ask thatyou considertheseindividuals sincethey have
alreadyproventhemselvesindtheirwork in theMetropolis:

a. Leonida®iamantopoulos
1853 Pipers Meadow Drive
Palm Harbor, FL 34683

Tel.: 727-781-4474

FAX: 727-784-7101
leodiamantopoulos@verizon.net
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b. Athanasios (Tom) Clark
Valtetsiou 1

Voula GR-16673

GREECE

Tel. & FAX: 011-30-210-899-3580
e-mail:pinello@hol.gr

c. MariaSigalas antNikolaosSpanopoulos
45 Elinon Axiomatikon Street

Kareas 162 33

GREECE

Tel.: 011-30-010-765-7456

FAX: 011-30-010-760-8104
master@byzarticon.gr

You may alsowish to considerothericonographer# regardto work which you planto have
donein your temple. If you do, pleasesendsamplego mebeforehandso thatl may sharemy
thoughtswith you.

Third, parishiconographyis typically a long-termprocess. It usually beginswith temporary
furnishingsandiconsin the earlyyearsand culminateswith a full complemenif woodcarvingor
marble,permanenturnishingsandiconographyn thechurch.

A commonmistakeis for parishesto acquire "permanent”icons and place them into a
temporaryor rudimentaryiconostasion. This limits the future balanceregardingarchitecture,
furnishings,andiconography. With newly-built churchespleasedo not wastefunds by havinga
finishediconostasiornstalled;on aninterim basisthesdconscan be prints or laminatesplacedon
tripodsor on aninexpensivaconscreen.

With Paternal Blessings,
/”‘f"?ﬁﬁ?mﬂﬁ Vouid ?ﬁ Do
/

¥ Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver
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