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The Pious Pastors of
the Holy Metropolis of Denver

Beloved in the Lord,

| recentlyreadthe enclosedarticlewhich | am sendingto you with the expectation
thatyou will find it usefulin your parishministry.

It is a known fact that the family is the foundationof society,moreimportantlyit is
the normativemilieu in which we work out our salvation.

Alarmingly for the future of civilization, the family, especiallythe Christianfamily, has
beenundersevereattackfor the pastforty yearsor more.

Cohabitation,once regardedwith shame,has becomeso commonplacethat it is
hardly noticedby manypeople. It is truly amazingthat individuals and evenrelatives
seento haveno reluctancein acknowledgingoeoplewho are"shackedup.” On most
of the affidavitsfor licenseto marry receivedat my office the bride and groombrazenly
recordthe sameaddress!

In the pastyearthe matterof so-called'same-sexnarriage'hasbeenin the headlines.
A surprisinglylarge numberof people seemto regardthis with indifference. We even
seechildren being adoptedby homosexual'couples”and churchagencies- such as
Catholic Charitiesin Boston— being forced out of adoptionplacementbecausehey
refuseto allow suchcouplesto adoptchildren.

Whereast was oncerarefor childrento evenknow of divorced couples,"blended
families" arenow rapidly becomingthe normin mostneighborhoods.

Sinceour faith hassteadfastlytaughtthat marriageis a reflection of the Churchand
Herrelatiorshipwith God,and sincechildrengain their first conceptand understanding
of Godfrom the relationshipthey havewith their parentsthesecommonplacesituations
haveextremelyprofoundand serioussoteriologicakconsequences.

Thereare,of coursegxcdlent examplef childrenbeing raisedby a single parentin
amostnurturingand Christianmanner.We do not meanto denigratethis heroiceffort.

At the sametime, however,| urge you to do all that you can to nurture a deep
understandingf Christianmarriageand family life amongthe faithful of this Metropolis
andto encouragénusbandsndwivesto remainfaithful to eachother; and if they have
children,to placetheirfirst priority on their childrenwhom they broughtinto the world
andfor whomthey areresponsibldéo God.

With Paternal Blessings,
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Why Marriage Matters to Children and to the Common Good
By Maggie Gallagher

For Christiansmarriageis a sacramentyevealing Christ’s indestructiblelove. The Christian
traditionhasalwaysrecognized¢hatmarriages alsoa naturalrelationship.

Peopleof anyfaith or nonecanmarry,andtheirmarriagesnatterto God,to eachother,to their
children,andto thecommunity.

A groupof respectednarriageandfamily scholarsrecentlymetto documentthe socialscience
evidencehatmarriagematters. While thereare,of course,single parentsvho do a splendidjob of
childrearing under very difficult circumstancesthe scholarsreachedtheseconclusionsamong
others:

» Marriagereducesherisk of povertyfor childrenandcommunities. The majority of children
whoseparentgdon’t marryor don’t staymarriedexperiencatleastayearof poverty.

* Fatherleshousehold#ncreasecrime. Boyswhoseparentslivorcedor nevermarriedaretwo
to threetimesmorelikely to endupin jail asadults.

» Marriageprotectschildren’s physicaland mentalhealth. Childrenwhoseparentsmarry and
staymarriedarehealthierandmuchlesslikely to suffermentaliliness,including depressiorand
teensuicide.

» Bothmenandwomenwho marrylive longer, healthier,and happierives. On virtually every
measuref healthandwell-being,marriedpeoplearebetteroff.

Cohabitingis notthesameasmarriage. Couplesvhojustlive togethemwithout the commitment
of marriagedo not getthe sameboostto health, welfare, and happinesspn average,as spouses.
Childrenwhoseparentohabitareatincreasedisk for domesticviolence,child abuseandneglect.

Parentsvho don’t marry or stay married put children’s educationat risk. Childrenwhose
parentgdivorcedor nevermarriedhavelower grade-pointaveragesandaremorelikely to be held
backagrade,andto dropoutof school.

When marriagesfail, ties betweenparentsand children typically weaken,too. In one large
nationalsurvey,65 percentof adultchildrenof divorce reportectheywere not closeto their fathers
(comparedo 29 percentof adultsfrom intactmarriages).

Any developmenthatweakenghe normsof the marriedfamly will increaseall theserisks to
childrenandto the communitiesin which thesechildrenlive. An impressivenumberof studies
confirm that individual children are more likely to engagein criminal conductwhen raisedin
fatherlesdiouseholds.

Relativelylittle is knownfrom a scientific standpointabouthow childrenfare whenraisedby
same-sexcouples. After reviewing severalhundredstudies, University of Virginia sociologist
StevenNock concluded:

“[N Jot asingleoneof thosestudieswasconductedaccordingto generallyacceptedstandards
of scientificresearch.”

Childrenraisedby same-gendecouplesremaina socialexperiment,aboutwhich we can say
little with scientificcertainty.
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Marriage matters for the commongood of society

Reconnectingmariage with its great historic cross-culturaltask of encouragingmen and
womento begetandraisethe nextgeneratiorhasneverbeena moreurgentpriority. On the one
hand, a large majority of moderndemocraciesare now experiencingvery low birthrates,amid
increasinglyurgentconcerraboutthesocial,economicandpolitical consequences.

As theeminentlegal scholarandreligioushistorianJohnWitte notes:

“Procreation... meansnorethanjustconceivingchildren. It alsomeangearingandeducating
themfor spiritual andtemporalliving. ... Thegood of procreationcannotbe achievedin this
fuller sensesimply throughthelicit union of husbandandwife in sexualintercourse. It also
requiregmaintenancef afaithful, stable andpermanentnionof husbandandwife for the sake
of theirchildren.”

Marriageis alsoimportantfor the intergenerationatransmissiorof faith. Getting married,
stayingmarried, building loving marriages,and having children are the principle meansthrough
which a commuiity propelsitself into the future. When a nationor faith communitysucceed
transmittinga powerful vision of marriageto the nextgenerationthe resultis not only good for
children,it is vital to thefutureof thewhole community.

Is it possibleto do a better job building a stronger marriage culture among Christians?

Yes. We cantakeinspirationfrom other religious groups who are fighting the samede-
constructingorcesin thepublicculture.

Thefamily is theprimeevangelizerpne of the mostpowerful incubatorsof religiousfaith and
identity. Christianitygrewfrom atiny groupin Jerusalento the faith of the RomanEmpirein just
300years. Playingno small partin this rise was Christian sexualethicswhich, unlike secular
Romarethics,forbadeinfanticide,contraceptionand non-maritalsexuality,and discouragedamily
disruptionanddesertion.

If the Churchcommunitysucceededh finding the energyand meansto transmita Christian
vision of marriageand family only to churchgoingChristians and their children, so that they
becamel0 percentmorelikely to marry,staymarried,andhavechildrenwho growup with a similar
commitmentto building families, both the Churchand the public squarewould be transformed
within 30years.

We canand mustinspire,re-educateserve,and protectthoseChristianswho want to recommit
to a Christianvision of marriageandfamily. Thenextgeneratiors watching.

MaggieGallagheris presidentof the Institute for Marriage and Public Policy and a coauttor of
“The Casefor Marriage.”



